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REMEMBER ~ 
               Being a great parent takes time, effort,  
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               And the ability to lighten up!    
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 
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Celebration Treats 
 In keeping with the District’s Wellness Policy 8705, we do not 
allow candy or home prepared products to be shared or served to 
the whole class.  Some alternative option might be to purchase a book 
for the class, stickers, pencils, bookmarks, etc.  If 
you have any questions, contact the school nurse.  

 
Toys are not permitted in school, with two 
exceptions: 

 
1. The teacher has requested that they be brought in for a 
special class project. 
2. No electronic games, MP3 with head sets, IPOD, 
DVD’s, and trading cards. 
3. Outdoor play equipments such as balls, jump ropes, or 
Chinese jump ropes are appropriate for recess periods and may 
be left in an area away from instruction until the appropriate 
time. 

The most important reasons why toys such as hand held 
computer games, Webkins, trading cards, dolls, and action 
figures etc. are not allowed are: 
 
 1. They are very distracting in our learning setting. 

2. They can be lost easily, the disappointment of which can be 
highly distressing to a child.  They may also be costly to 
replace. 
3. They can be the source of conflict among friends. 
4. Computer games inhibit children from socializing with each 
other. 

Also, if children have toys at school, they may be taken away from 
them and held in the office. This can also be very stressful.  

Thank you for helping to put  
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Children and Learning First! 
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WAWALOAM SCHOOL STAFF ROSTER 
Principal – Mrs. Melisssa Marino 

Secretary – Ms. Judith Savino 
Building Clerk – Mrs. Mary Richard 

 
Grade 1              Grade 2 
Mrs. Carin Corcoran   Ms. Sharon Callanan 
Mrs. Cynthia Donnelly   Mrs. Micehlle Curran 
Mrs. Kimberly Grossman   Mrs. Linda Gaulin   
Mr. Steven McGrane   Mrs. Cheryl Lavoie 
Mrs. Diana Rotelli            Mrs. Kathleen Levitt 
Mrs. LisaMarie Titus   Mrs. Josephine Millard 
             Mrs. Sue Varga 
            
              
Special Education   Teacher Assistants 
Mrs. Emily Wilson         Mrs. Sharon Bonner 
Mrs. Abby Coppa – Occ. Therapist  Mrs. Ann Dean 
Mrs. Deb Bannon – Speech        Mrs. Darlene LaCombe 
Mrs. Lori Geyeer    Mrs. Caroline Moriarty 
Mrs. Patricia Rheinberger   Mrs. Jo-Ann Sargent 
     Mrs. Sue Searle 
     Mrs. Deb Zannelli 
School /Nurse Teacher  
Mrs. Deb Larkin     
      
Reading Recovery Teachers  Psychologist 
Mrs. Jayne Ward    Mrs. Sue Curry 
Ms.  Deb Blake 
Mrs. Sarah Civic    Guidance:  
        

Specialists 
     Mrs. Karen Breene – Health/PE 
Custodian:    Mrs. Deb Guglielmo – Health/ PE 
Joanne Kenyon    Mrs. Ray/Mrs. Dorson – Art 
Eugene Scallion    Music 
     Mrs. Pamela Watts – Librarian 
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 Lineham School Staff Roster 
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READ Program at Wawaloam School 
 

 
The vital READ program continues to thrive due to the generous support of 
local businesses and our tremendous school community volunteers. 

 

 
We look forward to continuing our partnership with them and welcome any 
new possible partnerships. 
 
We continue to seek support; any suggestions as to possible companies are 
welcome! 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
·  1-2 volunteers to coordinate the program 
·  10 – 18 volunteers to be trained in the program 
 

Questions / Contact: 
 

Deborah Blake, Reading Specialist 
 

WAWALOAM SCHOOL 
 

100 Victory Highway 
Exeter, RI  02822 

Tel:  (401) 295-8808 
Fax: (401) 295-5340 

 
 

EXETER-WEST GREENWICH 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS  
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Susan DeSack,  Chairperson(295-4324) 
Teri Maia-Cicero, Vice Chairperson (392-3516) 

Greg Coutcher, Clerk  (397-7582) 
Frank Maher (294-9819) 

William Monroe  (295-0171) 
Robert E. Bollengier (739-6070 

Mary Walsh (295-52870) 
ADMINISTRATION 

Superintendent of Schools Thomas J. Geismar, Ed.D –397-5125 
Director of Administration – Robert Ross, 397-5125 
District Treasurer – Kathleen L. LaCroix, 397-5125 
Director of Curriculum – Nancy Daley 397-5125 

Director of Special Education – Carmella Farrar 397-7420 
Director of Maintenance & Custodians – William Plumley, 397-3587 

 

WAWALOAM ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
100 Victory Highway 

Exeter, RI  02822 
Phone:  401-295-8808  -  Fax:  401-295-5340 

Web page – www.ewg.k12.ri.us/wawaloam  
Wawaloam Office Hours – 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

 
LINEHAM SCHOOL 
859 Nooseneck Hill Rd. 

West Greenwich, RI 02817 
Phone: 397-3771   - Fax:392-0101 

Web page-  www.ewg.k12.ri.us/lineham 
Lineham Office Hours -7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

 
Principal – Melissa A. Marino 

 

 
School Hours – 8:45 a.m. – 3:10 p.m. 

 
*Please note for your child’s safety that adult supervision is  

available only after 8:35 a.m. 
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ABOUT WAWALOAM SCHOOL 

 
Wawaloam School is home to approximately 275 First and Second 

Grade students.  In the Spring of 1999, art teacher, Lenore Dorson, created 
the publication, Watching Wawaloam Grow.  This book, supported by a 
School to Career Grant, chronicled the construction of the new addition 
while linking the school to the roots of its history.  This is Lenore’s preface 
as it is significant to all that is Wawaloam School. 
 

In order for children to be successful in school, they need to have a 
positive self-image.  A school helps foster this image by providing a 
supportive environment where children acquire a sense of belonging.  There 
is an oak tree, which sits outside the entrance that was used since the 
school’s opening.  The tree adds the nurturing element that the students 
experience from the Wawaloam staff.  The rock, positioned next to the tree, 
is symbolic of all that is consistent in their daily lives at school. 

 

The rock and the tree have a long history.  Before Wawaloam 
School was constructed in 1951-1952, the Metcalf family donated the land 
to the town of Exeter for the building of a school.  Former superintendent of 
Exeter Schools, John Eldridge, recalls the story of Helen Metcalf Danforth, 
Chairwoman of the building committee.  She requested that the large rock 
on the site never be moved.  Legend has it that Princess Wawaloam is buried 
beneath the rock and tree.  To this day, the rock sits embedded firmly in the 
ground near the southwest side of the school with a stately oak tree by its 
side. 

 For nearly fifty years, busses have circled the rock and the tree to 
drop off and pick up students.  Daily schedules have flowed into months, 
and seasons have evolved into years.  Students, teachers, and administrators 
have come and gone. The rock and the tree have remained. 
 
Watching Wawaloam Grow is dedicated to all the students of Wawaloam 
Elementary School.  They, like the oak tree, are rooted in Wawaloam’s 
fertile soil, grow in a sage and nurturing environment, and branch out in 
many directions as the cycle of seasons continue.  May the journey 
continue… 

 
 



                         EARLY LEARNING COMMUNITY  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT 
Our Mission:  Empowering Students:  Dream…Reach…Succeed 

 
�
 
 

Lineham School 
Mission Statement 
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Wawaloam School 
Mission Statement 
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Brithday PTA cupcakes 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



                         EARLY LEARNING COMMUNITY  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
                             TEACHING AND LEARNING  
                                 A CURRICULUM OVERVIEW  

 
EARLY LITERACY/ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS  

 Our primary goal is to provide a comprehensive foundation in 
literacy to enable all students to become proficient readers, writers, listeners 
and communicators.  Using the Four Blocks Literacy framework developed 
by Patricia Cunningham, students receive a daily 40 minute block of reading 
and writing instruction.  The components of Four Blocks include Working 
With Words, Guided Reading, Self-Selected Reading, and Writing.  This 
model represents and addresses the different ways in which children learn to 
read.  Other “best practice” literacy models are also employed to enhance 
learning such as 6-Trait Writing, Cast-A-Spell Spelling, Framing Your 
Thoughts, and Telian “Lively Letters”. 
   MATHEMATICS  
 
The Everyday Math Program encompasses the following components: 
 Number Sense/Number Systems  Measurement 

Statistics and Probablility   Computation/Estimation 
Patters, Relationships and Algebra  Geometry 

For more information on our math curriculum, check out the following website: 
  
http://everydaymath.uchicago.edu/ 
.             SCIENCE 
 
Students of each grade level engage in “hands-on, minds-on” science, emphasizing 
knowledge of science content as well as the processes of scientific inquiry.  Topics 
are taught through the use of GEMS-NET (Guiding Education in Mathematics and 
Science  Network) science kits.  All kits are aligned with Rhode Island Science 
Frameworks Curriculum Grade Level Expectations. 
 
Kindergarten Kits :  Balls and Ramps 
 
 
Grade 1 Kits:     Pebbles, Sand and Silt  
   New Plants 
   Balance and Motion 
 
Grade 2 Kits:  Simple Machines 
   Solids and Liquids 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
Social Studies instruction is integrated into all subject areas.  At the primary 
level, the focus is on awareness of self, family and community. 
 
LIBRARY/MEDIA  
 
K-2 Literacy development is enhanced through the explicit teaching of 
library skills, appropriate book selection, literature appreciation, print & 
story concepts, author studies, thematic units, information literacy and 
technology.  A vast array of children’s literature, non-fiction titles and 
reference materials support student learning. All students receive a full year 
of library once a week.  
 
ART  
Wawaloam School offers a sequential visual arts program promoting art 
appreciation, production and analysis.  Student creativity, originality, and 
independence are stimulated through a variety of exploratory experiences 
with various art media. Grade One receives a full year of art and Grade Two 
receives a half year.  
 
MUSIC 
K-2 students are provided the opportunity to gain a life-long appreciation of 
music through participation in a vibrant and comprehensive program that 
includes listening, creating and performing. Grade One receives a half year 
of music and Grade two receives a full year.  
 
 
HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
Our standards-based health and physical education programs address the 
cognitive, psychomotor and affective areas of a child’s development.  At the 
primary level, general health topics are explored and students routinely 
engage in exercise, games, creative movement and good sportsmanship to 
promote healthy minds and bodies. 
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SPECIAL SUPPORT PROGRAMS 

 
 
READING RECOVERY PROGRAM/READING SPECIALIST SUPPORT  
Reading Recovery is a short-term accelerated (approximately 20 weeks) 
individual intervention program provided for identified Grade 1 children.  
Students who might benefit from this program are identified based on Marie 
Clay’s Observation Survey assessment and teacher recommendations.  A 
personalized program is then created based upon the child’s strengths and is 
implemented by a reading specialist to accelerate a strong foundation in 
literacy.  The goal is a self-extending system in which the child learns to 
employ a balanced system of reading and writing strategies independently.  
Students in need of additional support who are not involved in the Reading 
Recovery Program may be provided extra assistance through the combined 
efforts of the classroom and reading teachers. 
 
RESOURCE SUPPORT 
Students who are identified through formal assessment with learning 
difficulties are provided additional help through consultative and/or direct 
instruction from specialists such as the Occupational Therapist, Speech and 
Language Therapist, School Psychologist and Special Education Resource 
Teachers.    
 
GUIDANCE  
The elementary school counselor works closely with parents, teachers, 
school administrators, and other professionals to help make a successful 
experience for children.  She is available to work with students and/or 
parents on an individual basis or in a group setting.  Some frequently 
discussed issues are friendship, school adjustment, study skills, and family 
issues: such as divorce, loss, bereavement, sibling rivalry, and behavior.   
For an appointment, please contact the counselor, Catherine Murray at 
Wawaloam School. 
 
 
 
 
 
PTA: PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION  
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The PTA provides tremendous support to our schools through a variety of 
volunteer activities. Monthly meetings are held throughout the school 
year.Please contact the school secretary for the name of the PTA President 
and for more information on how you can become involved. 
 
EWG ENRICHMENT FUND-SCRIP PROGRAM  
 
$crip is a store gift card or paper gift certificate that is sold to us by vendors 
at a discount and then sold to parents, teachers, staff, etc. at face value.  Our 
schools get the difference!  Many popular retailers participate in our $crip 
program including Stop & Shop, Blockbuster, CVS, Home Depot, 
Waldenbooks, Wendy’s and many, many others.  These merchants want to 
support non-profit organizations and, in return, ask us to support them 
by shopping with $crip at their stores. Please join in to benefit our 
schools! 
 
 
SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS 
 
Parent volunteers are welcomed and sought to participate in the life of our 
school.  Many activities are offered to all parents, including those who work.  
Please look for the sign up sheet early in the school year or during our Open 
House with a list of opportunities! 
 
SPECIAL ANNUAL EVENTS  
 Open House   Cultural Arts Programs 
 Scholastic Book Fair  Reading Week 
 School Pictures by Lifetouch PTA Sponsored Events 
 Back to School Picnic 
 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 
 Wawalaom: Wee Deliver In-School MAIL  Delivery Program 

Wawaloam READ Program  
Wawaloam Popcorn Day! 
K-Step Up day visit to Wawaloam 
Grade 2 Step Up Day visit to Metcalf 
School Spirit Events to be determined 
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SCHOOL POLICIES  
STUDENT ATTENDANCE  
The development of good attendance is essential for students’ success in 
school.  Students are expected to be in school except in cases of personal 
illness, bereavement, and religious holidays.  The scheduling of vacations 
during times when school is in session is strongly discouraged. These 
days are considered unexcused absences. 
 
STUDENT ABSENCE 
Daily attendance is essential for a child’s academic and social success in 
school. Our students are expected to be in school except in cases of personal 
illness, bereavement and religious holidays. The scheduling of vacations 
when school is in session is strongly discouraged. These days are 
considered unexcused absences. Should a student reach ten days of 
absence, the school administration will contact parents in writing. The 
educational implication of any avoidable absences is significant.  We seek a 
partnership with parents to avoid unnecessary absences that can negatively 
impact a child’s school success. 
A student dismissed before 9:30 a.m. or arriving after 11:00 a.m. shall be 
considered absent for the purpose of annual school attendance. 
 
TARDINESS 
Students reporting to school after 8:45 a.m. must report to the office 
with a parent to sign the child in.  Students are not considered tardy 
because of bus delays. 
 
SCHOOL CANCELLATIONS  
When school must be closed or dismissed early due to poor weather 
conditions or other emergency, notification will be made on radio stations 
WPRO – AM & FM, WHJJ, WKFD, and television stations 6, 10, 12.  
Please be sure your child has a clear understanding in advance of what 
to do and where to go if school is dismissed early.  Please 
tune in to your local stations when weather becomes 
threatening. 
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What do you do if you have a questions, concern or suggestion? 
Let’s be problem-solvers together! 

 
 
Step 1. Please call the school to speak with your child’s teacher at 
295-8808 for Wawaloam and 397-3771 for Lineham.  We will get 
right back to you! 
 
 
Step 2.  Brainstorm potential solutions and put them into action. 
 
 
Step 3.  If the solutions didn’t quite work out as planned, perhaps the 
school principal can help. Please call or ask your child’s teacher to 
invite Mrs. Marino to your next meeting. 
 
 
Step 4.  Put the new solutions into action! 
 
 
Step 5.  If all else fails, any appeals may be directed to the office of 
the superintendent. 
 

Together we can! 
Thank you for working together in the 

best interest of our children!!! 
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THE READ PROGRAM @ Wawaloam School 
 

R   ead for 
E   xcitement 
A   dventure and 
D   elight 
 

The READ Program is a Literacy Incentive Program designed to 
motivate our student population to engage in self-selected reading outside of 
the school day. 
 

READ OBJECTIVES 
·  To increase student reading of self-selected books outside of the school 

day. 
·  To increase student reading comprehension and strategy development 

through book conferences by trained volunteers. 
 
 
 
·  Each student will have a READ card registered with the parent and the 

coordinator of the READ PROGRAM 
·  Once a week, the parent volunteer will be present to collect and record 

student/parent reading validation sheets. 
·  Each child’s READ card will be “punched” to indicate the number of 

books read that week. 
·  After reading ten books, the student will have a “book conference” with 

a trained volunteer after which the student will receive one of the 
following: 

 
A new book 
 
A writing journal & pencil 
 
A sketchpad & markers 
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN  
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LINEHAM SCHOOL:  
All drop-offs and pick-ups at Lineham must be walked into the building 
with a parent at all times, no exceptions.  
 
ARRIVAL at Wawaloam  
Please be reminded that the driveway in front of the school is for BUSSES 
ONLY between 8:30 – 9:00 a.m. and also between 2:30 – 3:15 p.m.  This 
plan is in place to assure a proper flow of traffic and a safe loading and 
unloading of students from busses.  Parking along the walk (yellow lined 
areas) in front of the school is not permitted, even for short periods.  This is 
a fire route and must remain clear by state law.  If you are dropping 
your child off for school, please enter the side parking lot area and pull 
up to one of the two drop-off spots between 8:35-8:45 ONLY. Once your 
car is in one of these spots, your child may exit the vehicle. Please watch 
your child exit the vehicle and make eye contact with the person 
monitoring drop-offs. Once you have checked for any children in your 
proximity, you may pull away and turn left to EXIT.  The following 
procedures are intended to ensure the safety of our students. We appreciate 
your full cooperation. 
 
DISMISSAL at Wawaloam 
Early Dismissal: 
Although the release of students prior to 3:05 p.m. is discouraged, we realize 
that occasionally early dismissal is necessary.  To release a child before 
regular dismissal time, a parent must send in a dated note naming the adult 
picking up the child and the time of expected dismissal.  Students will be 
called to the office when the parent or adult arrives to sign the student out.  
Identification in the form of a driver’s license may be requested from the 
adult.  No one under the age of eighteen may sign out or transport a 
Wawaloam Student.  With the exception of an immediate emergency, please 
avoid calling the school for early dismissal under any circumstances.  This 
uncertainty can pose a hardship on you’re your child. 
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Regular Dismissal: 
 
Gymnasium doors, which face the back parking lot will be unlocked at 
2:45. Parents may then enter, show identification, sign the log and begin 
a line one behind the other.  
Children will be lining up in the hallway; entering into the gym by the inside 
hallway door. Children are not to run to their parents upon entering the gym, 
but will remain in line until their name is called.  
Once a child’s name is called, parent/guardian and the child will be matched 
up and asked to exit out the back door of the gym to the parking lot.  
 
In order to further insure the safety of your child, NO UNAUTHORIZED  
persons may pick up a student and all authorized persons are over 18 years 
of age..  A list of authorized persons is kept in the school office and no 
exceptions can be allowed.  Bus dismissal begins at 3:05 p.m.  Thank you in 
advance for your assistance in this matter.  
Notepads are available for $2.00 each in the office. Parents should send in a 
note for dismissal that contains the following information: 
Date of pickup – Student’s full name – Parent’s full name – Teacher’s name 
 
SAFE SCHOOLS 
 
Each student, staff member, teacher, and administrator has a right to attend 
and/or work at a school which is safe, secure, and peaceful, which is 
conducive to learning, and which is free from the treat, actual or implied, of 
physical harm by a disruptive student. 
 
 
SCHOOL SECURITY 
 
The safety of your child is a top priority.  To ensure a safe environment, all 
doors, except for the main entrance, will be locked.  Visitors are required to 
stop in the school office, sign in, and obtain a visitors pass.  When leaving 
the building, visitors should return to the office, sign out, return visitor’s 
pass, and exit through the main door. 
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VISITS TO SCHOOL  
 
Visitors are welcome at the school but are requested to come to the office to 
sign in and receive a visitor badge.  Please sign out at the end of your visit. 

 
Teachers are involved with students during the day and cannot leave the 
class unattended to speak with parents.  If you wish to speak with your 
child’s teacher, please make an appointment in advance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FIRE DRILLS  
 
Fire drills are held routinely during the school year as an important activity 
and safety precaution.  It is essential that when the signal is given, everyone 
obey orders promptly.  Exiting procedures are posted in each classroom.  All 
students are to move away from the building and remain in class groups to 
give the teacher an opportunity to take attendance.  Students must never re-
enter the building except by verbal order from the principal or teacher. 
 
Evacuation Drill and Lockdown Shelter in Place procedures will be 
followed. 

 
EMERGENCY CARDS 
An emergency card is on file for each child.  It is sent home prior to the first 
day of school; and should be completed carefully and completely.   
 
This card is important when your child is ill or when there are parental 
restrictions concerning custody or visitation rights.  The card also identifies 
individuals to whom your child may be released.  No child will be released 
to a person who is not identified on the card. 
Please be sure to contact the office immediately regarding any change of 
emergency information.  Your child’s safety is of highest priority to us! 
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SCHOOL NURSE  

 
 
WHAT HEALTH SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE AT 

SCHOOL? 
A certified School Nurse-Teacher covers each school to provide health 
services, administer physician-ordered medications, and to act as a 
consultant to the staff regarding medical concerns.  In the case of an 
emergency, the school nurse will be contacted and the parent notified.  For 
you child’s health and safety it is important to keep the school nurse notified 
of any medical concerns.  In addition, it is important to have current 
emergency numbers available at all times, so that the school can reach 
parents in the event of an emergency or unexpected illness at school.   
As a guideline, for your child’s well being and to prevent the spread of 
disease, a child with following symptoms should remain home from school: 
temperature over 100 degrees, vomiting, diarrhea, persistent and disruptive 
cough, unknown rash, drainage from eyes, etc.  Please contact the nurse if 
you have any question.   
 
If your child will not be attending school due to illness, please call 
Wawaloam at 295-8802 / Lineham 397-3771 
If your child has been diagnosed with a contagious disease or condition 
(strep throat, scarlet fever, Fifth disease, head lice,) please inform the school 
so that appropriate precautions can be taken.  
 
Annual Screenings:  In accordance with RI Law governing school health, 
the health office provides annual vision, hearing and dental screenings.  
Parents will be contacted if follow up with a physician is indicated. 
 
MEDICATION  
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide standards and guidelines for the 
administering of student medication needs while at school.  The policy adopts 
guidelines established by the Rhode Island Department of Education. 

   1.  Responsibility for prescribing medication to meet the needs of the student shall 
rest with the student’s physician and parent or guardian.  Whenever possible, 
medication should be arranged to be taken outside of school hours. 
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2. When it is necessary to give medication at school, it shall be in the original 
container with the proper labeling of content, dose, and directions from the 
pharmacist, physician, and parent. 

3. The administering of the medication shall be the sole responsibility of the school 
nurse-teacher and only administered under her or his direction or authorization.  
All medications for students shall be kept locked in a location provided by the 
building administrator, preferably in the school health office. 

4. A completed parent authorization form and physician order shall be on file in the 
school health office, before a school nurse-teacher can administer medication.  
Completed parental authorization forms and physician orders shall be renewed 
annually or in the event there are prescription, dosage or medication schedule 
changes.  Parental authorization forms shall be available from each school 
health office. 

5. Except as provided in this policy, no student will be allowed to possess 
medication in school or on the bus.  It is the parent or guardian’s responsibility 
to bring medication to the school in the original container with the appropriate 
label intact.  If the medication is not properly labeled, it shall not be 
administered. 

6. A written physician’s order, written parental authorization and authorization from 
the school health office shall be required for a student to carry and/or self-
administer emergency and/or specific medications. 

7. Parents or guardians must identify their children who have been diagnosed with 
asthma and/or anaphylactic allergies to the school health office.  They must 
also provide an asthma and/or allergy history form, parental permission form 
and physician’s order for medical intervention.  These forms must be 
completed annually prior to the first day of school. 
Possessing or using an inhaler or Epi Pen shall be as follows: 

a.     Students who have asthma must carry their inhaler on their person at 
all times and/or have an inhaler available in the school health office. 
a. Students requiring inhalers prior to exercise must indicate to the 
physical education teacher that they have taken their medication and /or 
have their inhalers available. 
c. Students who are identified by their physician as having anaphylactic 
allergies and requiring an Epi Pen must carry their Epi Pen on their person 
at all times and/or have an Epi Pen available in the school health office. 
d. In accordance with RIGL 16-21-22, the school nurse teacher, at each 
school, shall instruct school administrators, teachers and teacher aides in 
the proper use of an EPI PEN.  The law further provides that school 
personnel shall not be liable for civil damages from their acts or omissions 
in the use of an EPI PEN or a prescription inhaler on behalf of a student. 

8. Non-prescription drugs shall require a physician order.  The school nurse-teacher    
shall not administer alternatives such as herbal remedies. 
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9. Aspirin-free substances may be administered upon the authorization of parents, 
with the school district physician’s order and at the discretion of the school 
nurse-teacher.  If a student requires frequent Non-Aspirin medication, a written 
physician authorization shall be required. 

10. Each student receiving medication is responsible for knowing the medication 
schedule.  The school nurse-teacher shall not be held responsible for failure of a 
student to appear to receive medication.  The parent must inform the school 
nurse-teacher if a student is not capable of knowing the medication schedule.  

11. Students may self administer medications while on a field trip provided there is 
prior authorization from a parent or guardian and the approval of the school 
nurse-teacher.  When there is no school nurse-teacher available to administer 
medication, the field trip advisor shall carry the student medication and monitor 
its self-administration. 

12. Students on overnight field trips are permitted to self-carry and self-administer 
medications.  Said medication shall be supplied by the parent with a written 
authorization for use of the medication during the overnight field trip and the 
medication shall be stored in its original prescription-labeled and sealed 
container (in the case of prescription medication) or its manufacturer labeled 
and sealed container (in the case of nonprescription).  Students are prohibited 
from sharing, transferring, or in any way diverting their medication to any 
other persons. 

Adopted:  August 24, 2003 
Amended: April 22, 2003 
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BUS TRANSPORTATION 

 
 
First Student Transit Company provides the transportation for the district 
students.  Please notify them in advance if there is to be a change in 
transportation for your child.  The district manager may be reached 
at 397-7415. 
Proper conduct is required of all students riding the bus. 
Wawaloam/Lineham students are expected to obey all rules and respect the 
drivers and monitors. 
 

Bus Rules: 
 

·  Be at the bus stop five minutes early. 
·  Be considerate, show respect to others. 
·  Stay in your seat at all times.  Do not change seats without permission. 
·  Use a quiet voice. 
·  Keep hands and objects to yourself. 
·  Keep the aisle clear at all times.  What you bring on the bus must fit at 

your feet or on your lap. 
·  No unsafe objects are allowed on the bus.  Examples include:   animals, 

stereos, glass and skateboards. 
·  No eating, drinking, or chewing gum on the bus. 
·  The use of foul language and gestures is not allowed. 
·  All school behavior rules apply on the bus. 
 

Please be sure that parents and students are famili ar 
with these bus rules.   

They will be strictly enforced with consequences 
 that can include removal from the bus. 
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LUNCH PROGRAM AT WAWALOAM  
 
School lunches are prepared by Sodexho Marriott.  The menu is sent 
home with students at the beginning of each month.  Free and reduced 
lunches are available to students whose families meet criteria based 
on income established by federal law.  Applications will be sent home 
in September or will be available at the school office. 
 
The price of lunch and milk will be established and you will be 
notified in September.  If your child has food allergies, it is 
imperative that you contact our school nurse at Wawaloam and the 
Sodhexo lunch supervisor at 397-6893 x 40. 
 
 
DAY CARE  
Westwood YMCA offers childcare before school at 6:30 a.m. and after 
school until 5:45p.m.at Metcalf School.  Please call 397-7779 for 
information.  The Westwood YMCA will offer its child care services to 
kindergarten students in Exeter-West Greenwich School District at 
Wawaloam School during regular school hours.   Please check with the 
YMCA for a possible after school program at Wawaloam. 
 
HOMEWORK POLICY  
Homework will be assigned as a means of reinforcing class work, skills and 
concepts, as well as developing a sense of responsibility. 
Homework should be completed independently by the student with   
minimal parental assistance.  Modification of homework assignments for 
individual students may be made at the teacher’s discretion. 
At times, homework will also be assigned in specialist areas.  Since students 
do not meet with specialist teachers on a daily basis, sufficient time will be 
given to students to complete assignments. 
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REPORT CARDS 
Kindergarten reports are disseminated in January and in June.  
Progress reports are disseminated to Grade 1 and 2 students and their 
parents on a quarterly basis. Parent/teacher conferences take place 
annually in November. 
 
BOOKS/SCHOOL PROPERTY 
Willful destruction of books or other property will require compensation.  
Report cards will not be issued at the end of the year until all school 
property has been returned in good condition or compensation has been 
paid. 
LOST AND FOUND 
Lost and found will be kept in one location in both schools. You can 
ask at the office where it is located. Items will be kept for 30 days and 
after 30 days will be donated to a charitable organization. Please 
check with your children to see that they have all of their belongings. 
It is very helpful if all clothing etc. is labeled with your child’s first 
and last name.  
 
 

 
SCHOOL RECORDS 

 
Certain types of information may be released without consent unless parents 
object within ten (10) days of receipt of notice.  Notice shall include a listing 
of what information may be released without consent and directions on how 
to object.  Inclusion of this information in a student handbook constitutes 
notice.  Information that may be released without consent is limited to: 
 

·  Non-confidential, or directory, information, limited to name, 
grade, dates of attendance, participation in school-sponsored 
sports and activities, awards received, and height and weight for 
members of athletic teams. 

·  Names, addresses and telephone numbers to military recruiters 
or institutions of higher education. 
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\Policy 8901: Student Records   
Non-confidential, or directory, information may be released without consent 
providing notice of what constitutes non-confidential, or directory, 
information is provided to parents along with an opportunity to object within 
a specified timeline to the release.  Directory information shall be released 
only if there is no objection and shall be limited to name and grade.  
Inclusion of this information in the student handbook constitutes notice. 
 
Policy 8905: Publication of Student Images 
 
 The school district operates a local access television studio that includes 
material created within the district.  The district also has an Internet web site that 
includes information created within the district.  Material relating to the district 
communicated to the public through these and other media often contains student 
images and/or identification.  This policy describes the manner in which student 
images and/or identification may be presented to the public. 
 
2. Identified images of students shall not be made public without the written 

consent of the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s), with the exception of the 
specific instances included in this policy. 

3. Unidentified featured images of students shall not be made public without the 
written consent of the student, parent(s), or guardian(s), with the exception of 
the specific instances included in this policy.  Featured images are those that 
are in the forefront and/or remain visible for more than a moment, as opposed 
to incidental images, which are momentary and in the background. 

4. Exception:  In the case of school-sponsored programs or courses of study that 
create material for either the television studio or the web site, parents shall be 
notified in writing prior to the start of the program that their child’s image may 
be published.  Inclusion of this information in the student handbook or program 
or course information constitutes notice of this exception.  If no objection is 
received within 3-days of notification, students may be identified without 
parental consent.  A parent may submit a blanket objection covering the entire 
school year. 

5. Exception:  Students who participate in school-sponsored programs that include 
public performances or events may have their image and/or name published.  
Musical performances, plays, athletic events, graduations and other ceremonies 
are often recorded for public presentation.  Participation in such a performance 
or event shall be regarded as consent.  Inclusion of this information in the 
student handbook or program information constitutes notice of this exception. 

6. Exception:  Images may be released if they are incidental and unidentified.  
Incidental images are momentary and in the background. 
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7. Identified images of students shall not be made public without the written 
consent of the student’s parent(s) or guardian(s), with the exception of the 
specific instances included in this policy. 

 
8. Unidentified featured images of students shall not be made public without the 

written consent of the student, parent(s), or guardian(s), with the exception of 
the specific instances included in this policy.  Featured images are those that 
Exception:  In the case of school-sponsored programs or courses of study that 
create material for either the television studio or the web site, parents shall be 
notified in writing prior to the start of the program that their child’s image may 
be published.  Inclusion of this information in the student handbook or program 
or course information constitutes notice of this exception.  If no objection is 
received within 3-days of notification, students may be identified without 
parental consent.  A parent may submit a blanket objection covering the entire 
school year. 

9. Exception:  Students who participate in school-sponsored programs that include 
public performances or events may have their image and/or name published.  
Musical performances, plays, athletic events, graduations and other ceremonies 
are often recorded for public presentation.  Participation in such a performance 
or event shall be regarded as consent.  Inclusion of this information in the 
student handbook or program information constitutes notice of this exception. 

10. Exception:  Images may be released if they are incidental and unidentified.  
Incidental images are momentary and in the background. 

Adoption:  June 12, 2001 
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Please notify the school office immediately if you request 
that your child’s identified photograph, name or work 
not be made public on the district’s website or in local 
newspapers. 

 
 
 

STUDENT/PARENT AWARENESS FORM  
2007-2008 

 
 
 

We have received the Student Handbook of Wawaloam and Lineham  
School.  We have read it and understand the information contained 

within it. 
 
 

______________________________________ 
(Student’s Signature) 

 
 

_______________________________________ 
(Parent/Guardian’s Signature) 

 
 
 

Please return this completed form to your homeroom teacher within 
three school days after receiving the handbook.   

Thank you for helping us strengthen our 
home/school connection. 
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8310: Elementary School Dismissal 
 
With more than a thousand young children being simultaneously dismissed at the 
elementary schools, student safety and security becomes the paramount concern that 
requires full cooperation among students, parents, school personnel, and bus 
operators. 
 
Proclamation 
 
The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee seriously regards the school 
district’s responsibilities during dismissal time.  To assure that the dismissal process 
in the district elementary schools goes smoothly and that all students arrive home 
safely, the school committee herein promulgates rules and procedures that shall be 
enforced during the dismissal process and the homebound busing of district 
elementary school children. 
 
Scope Of  Policy 
This policy sets for the school committees rules for parental pickup of their children 
at the end of school and the rules for supervision and controlling of elementary 
school children during dismissal and bus transit. 
 
Parental Pickup 
Parents who pick up their child are expected to conform to the school committee’s 
rules, which have been written to assure the safety of all children.  (Parents in the 
context of this policy shall also mean legal guardians.)  Rules for parental pickup 
are listed below: 
 

1. Parents must pick up their child at the designated area within 15 minutes 
after school is let out.  Parents shall not be permitted to go to classrooms or 
wait in hallways to pick up their child. 

2. Parents may pre-approve other adults to pick up their child.  School 
administrators shall require parents to provide the names of pre-approved 
adults to be listed on the Student Emergency Card. 

3. Additionally, parents may from time-to-time authorize other adults to pick 
up their child provided there is a written note of authorization from the 
parent.  The authorization note must be dated and received at the school on 
or before the authorized pickup.  Telephone notification shall be denied.  
Pre-approved and all other authorized adults picking up the child must be 
age 18 or older and present photo identification.’ 

4. School administrators may issue coded identification cards to expedite 
daily identification of parents or pre-approved adults who regularly pick up 
students. A coded identification card or photo identification shall be 
required for release of any child to any adult. 
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5. School administrators shall require a written request note to change a 
student’s dismissal process.  The Request note must be dated and received 
at school on or before the day of the request. Except in the case of an 
emergency, telephone requests shall be denied. 

 
6. Parents may pre-arrange early pickup of their child via a written request 

note.  Such request note must be dated and received on or before the day of 
the request.  Except in an emergency, a telephone request for early 
dismissal shall be denied. Parents must come to the school office to pick up 
their child and shall not be admitted to classrooms.  At Metcalf and 
Wawaloam Schools, office personnel shall call for the student to come to 
the office. At Lineham School, school personnel shall escort the student to 
the office for release to parents. 

 
7. Each school principal shall assure that during dismissal all school children 

are under supervision and control by school employees until they are safely 
onto their assigned buses. 

 
8. Parents who want their child bused to a location other than home must get 

the approval of administration. Such alternate busing shall be on a 
permanent or semi-permanent basis. 

 
9. Students shall remain in the custody of the school district during all phases 

of bus transit.  Homeward bound bus transit shall begin when the student 
enters the bus and shall continue until the student leaves the bus at the 
home designation. Bus transit shall also include any such time at a bus 
transfer station, during which the student leaves an intermediate bus to 
board their homeward bound bus.  During bus transit, parents shall not be 
permitted to enter the bus, retrieve their child from the bus or intercept 
their child at a bus transfer station. 

 
10. Kindergarten students shall not be permitted to leave the bus at their home 

designation unless there is an adult present to receive them.   
Retention of Parental Notes 
All notes written by parents regarding dismissal of students shall be held in the 
school office for at least 30 days. 
Policy Dissemination 
This policy shall be disseminated in elementary school offices and appropriate 
portions of the policy shall be incorporated into elementary school handbooks along 
with any additional dismissal rules in effect at the school. 
Effective Date 
The revised policy shall be come effective on the date of adoption. 
Revision adopted:    April 11, 2006 
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8505:  Family Responsibilities 
The district recognizes the integral role that families play in 
supporting learning.  Parents can help insure their children’s school 
success in the following ways: 
 

a. communicating with teachers, counselors, and principals; 
b. supporting all school policies; 
c. providing a distraction-free area for student; 
d. maintaining active interest in daily work; 
e. insuring a healthy and safe home environment; 
f. attending school-sponsored activities; 
g. encouraging a positive attitude toward learning and 

schools. 
Adopted:  January 26, 1993 
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WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF 
KINDERGARTEN?  

 
1. To promote a positive attitude towards school and 

learning. 
2. To meet the individual needs of the child and to 

develop strategies for learning. 
3. To provide opportunities for physical, social and 

academic growth. 
4. To encourage independence, self- control and 

responsibility. 
5. To encourage self-expression and creativity. 
6. To participate in a wide variety of learning 

experiences in literacy, math, science and social 
studies.  

7. To develop respect for peers and adults. 
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Due to limited capacity to do so, parents will not be contacted 
directly for early school dismissal due to snow events. Public 

announcements as mentioned above are assured. 
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LINEHAM SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY 
 
 

We believe that parents are their 
child’s first teachers.  

A collaboration of parents, teachers 
and community will plant the seeds 

for each child to be a successful 
lifelong learner.  

All children are unique and learn in 
different ways. We will nurture self-
respect, creativity, independence and 

curiosity, therefore cultivating the 
growth of the whole child.  
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The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee is committed to the 
safety and health of district students and employees.  The committee has 
adopted policies that restrict the stocking of school vending machines to 
only healthy snacks and drinks.  The committee is now ready for early 
compliance with the 2005 Rhode Island General imitative requiring a 
comprehensive health and wellness program in each of the state’s school 
districts. 

Proclamation 

The Exeter-West Greenwich School Committee herein directs the 
superintendent to establish a district-wide health and wellness 
program in accordance with this policy.  The program shall be 
developed and formulated by a school health and wellness 
subcommittee, which shall have broad school district and 
community representation.   

Scope of Policy 

This policy sets forth the: 

·         Required contents of the district health and wellness program, 

·         Organization of the health and wellness sub committee, 

·         Description of the subcommittee’s work, 

·         Assistance and support available from the Rhode Island 
Departments of Heath and Education, and  

·         Responsibilities of the school committee and superintendent 
to implement and report-out the subcommittee’s 
recommendations. 

 

Health and Wellness Program 

The district’s health and wellness program shall promote the 
general health and well-being of employees and students, with 
emphasis on reducing obesity among students, through increased 
physical activity and learned healthy eating habits.  Parental 
involvement will be encouraged.   The program shall be structured 
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within new policies and strategies that strengthen and increase the 
K-12 health and physical education curriculums and instruction. 
The school health and wellness subcommittee shall develop such 
policies and strategies. 

Subcommittee Composition and Organization 

The school health and wellness sub committee shall have the 
following members: 

·         One school committee member, voted by the full committee, 
who shall chair the subcommittee, 

·         The Superintendent (or designee), 

·         One school administrator from each SHS, JHS, and 
elementary selected by the respective principals, 

·         One representative from Council 94 bargaining unit selected 
by the bargaining unit, 

·         One school nurse-teacher selected by the district’s nurse-
teachers, 

·         One health and physical education teacher selected by the 
district health and physical education teachers, 

·         One student from each SHS, JHS, and elementary selected by 
the respective principals, 

·         One parent from each Exeter and West Greenwich selected by 
the school committee, and 

·         Two community representatives, who have no connection to 
the school district, selected by the subcommittee chair and the 
Superintendent. 

The subcommittee shall meet and formulate its own rules for 
proceeding including meeting schedules, which shall be locally 
posted in the manner of school committee meetings, but need not 
be printed in a newspaper.  
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Subcommittee’s Responsibilities 

The health and wellness sub committee shall be responsible for, 
but not limited to, the development of policies, strategies and 
implementation plans that meet the requirements of the ‘child 
nutrition and WIC reauthorization act of 2004’. 

During the development of its recommendations, the 
subcommittee shall call on the resources of the R.I. Departments 
of Health and Education for technical assistance and support on 
best practice, professional development on coordinated school 
health issues, suggested initiatives, and the sharing of information 
on the activities of other district subcommittees. 

The subcommittee shall forward its recommendations regarding 
the district’s health education and physical education and 
instruction, nutrition policies, and physical activities policies to 
the full school committee. 

School Committee and Superintendent Responsibilities 

 The school committee shall review and approve the 
subcommittee’s recommendations, as appropriate for the district; 
issue policies that direct the Superintendent to implement the 
district health and wellness program; and hold meeting with 
parents to stress the importance of their participation.  The 
Superintendent shall implement the school committee’s approved 
health and wellness program with minimum impact on budgets 
and existing health education and physical education curriculums. 
The legislative mandate also requires that the subcommittee’s 
recommendation be melded into the district’s strategic plans. And 
that, such plans be submitted to the R. I. Departments of Health 
and Education prior to May 1st of each year.  

 

 

Applicable State and Federal Laws 
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This policy is mandated by and written in accordance with the 
state and federal laws below: 

·         R.I. General Laws 16-9-2 General Powers and Duties of 
School Committees--(a) (24) and (25); 16-7.-2. Accountability for 
Student Performance--(c) (2) (h): and 16-21-28 Health and 
Wellness Subcommittee. 

·         Federal Public Law108-205—June 30, 2004—Short Title: 
Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004; Title 1—
Amendments to Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act; 
and Title 2—Amendments to Child Nutrition Act Of 1966. 

 Dissemination 

This policy shall be disseminated to all members of the district 
curriculum committee, school nurse-teachers, health and physical 
education teachers, and school administrators. 
Effective Date 

This policy shall become effective on the date of adoption. 

First Reading:            September 27, 2005 

Second Reading:        October 11, 2005 

Adopted:                     October 25, 2005 
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Principal – Melissa Marino 
Secretary – Karen Briggs 

 
Kindergarten      Preschool  
Tammie Cash     Pamela 
Chaves 
Sarah Civic     Lisa 
Piermattei 
Christine Petrarca 
Lisa Piermattei    Speech  
Joy Souza     Tracy Angell 
 
School Psychologist    
 Nurse/Teacher  
Susan Curry     Debra 
Larkin 
 
Health/PE      Resource  
Patrice Roberts     
 
Occupational Therapist    Music  
Lisa Loiselle     Stacey 
Place 
 
Library       School 
Counselor  
Pamela Watts     Catherine 
Murray 
 
Teacher Assistant     Health 
Clerk  
Carol Belanger    Bernadette 
Bruneau 
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Eileen Dunford 
Dorothy Manning    Custodian   
Gail Siniscalchi    Carmine 
Petrarca 
Kathleen Wheeler   
 
 
 
 
 


