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THIS IS YOUR LIFE

MILDRED E. LINEHAM

Mrs. Lineham was born in Westerly, R. I. And her parents were Dwight and Viola

Cornell who were from old South County Families.

Mrs. Lineham graduated from Westerly High School and also from the R. I. Normal

School, which is now the R. I. College of Education.

She had her 6 mos. teacher training at the Arctic Grammar School and later taught the 5th

grade at the Arlington Grammar School in Cranston and from there the 5th and 6th grades at

Brookview, N.Y.

During this time she married William Harrington.

In 1933 they built their home in West Greenwich and had 2 children, a daughter, Susan,

who lives in Conn. with her husband and they have 4 children.  A son William, who is also

married and has 1 child and lives in West Greenwich.

From 1933 to 1935 she taught the 8th grades at the Nooseneck Hill School which was a

one-room schoolhouse.

In 1944 her husband died.

From 1944 to 1951 she taught the 8th grades in the one room Kitts Corner School.

Teaching in one-room schoolhouses involved many an extra chore for a teacher.  She had

to build the fire in the stove before school started.  There were no plumbing facilities and the

drinking water had to be carried in from nearby farmhouses.

This, in no way, however, hindered the education of the children.  Many of the children

went on to college and are doing remarkably well in the professional field today.

She then married Thomas Lineham.



Mrs. Lineham has always been very patriotic.  During World War II she worked on many

Civil Defense Projects which many times involved all night work.

In 1951 she taught the 7th and 8th grades at the West Greenwich Consolidated School and

was also principal at this time.

In 1957, when the addition was built on the school, she taught only the 8th grade.  She

continued teaching 8th grade until Sept. 1967 when the Metcalf Middle School was completed;

she then became the Math Teacher of the Middle School.

Mrs. Lineham holds a teachers certificate for grade 2 and a professional certificate for

principal of the elementary grades.

She took courses in Audio Visual Aides, Phonics, Algebra and Language of Arts in

Elementary Schools.

She was the first teacher in West Greenwich to qualify to teach Modern Math.

Mrs. Lineham received a litter of appreciation from the West Greenwich School

Committee for her willingness to teach other grades in addition to her regular assignments when

other teachers were absent.

Mrs. Lineham is a dedicated teacher and is interested in ALL her students and the

students feel this.  It certainly means a great deal to a student to know their teacher CARES.

Mrs. Lineham belongs to the Mapleroot Baptist Church, the Clover Leaf Class of the

church, the Exeter Grange and is a charter member of the West Greenwich P.T.A.

Mrs. Lineham’s hobbies are gardening and plants.

WE ARE PROUD WHEN WE SAY THAT THIS SCHOOL WILL NOW
BE KNOWN AS THE MILDRED E. L INEHAM SCHOOL.



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

R.F.D. COVENTRY, R.I.

ALDEN C. SAUNDERS  SUPERINTENDENT

March 26, 1965

Mrs. Mildred E. Lineham
Nooseneck Hill Road
R.F.D. Coventry, R.I.

Dear Mrs. Lineham:

It is a source of real satisfaction for me to inform you that many laudatory expressions were
voiced in your behalf at a recent meeting of the West Greenwich School Committee.  This was
occasioned, among other reasons, by the forthright manner in which you personally assumed the
responsibility for teaching Grade IV in addition to your regular assignments last month while the
Superintendent was away and at a time when no substitute was available.

The School Committee was most favorably impressed with this highly professional action on
your part, and certainly might well be considered to be in keeping with the highest ethical
standards of our profession.

A vote of sincere appreciation and commendation has been spread upon the records of the
School Committee.  This letter is being sent to you as tangible evidence of the sentiments
expressed.

May I take this opportunity to again express to you my own personal thanks in this matter and
also reaffirm my own personal appreciation for your kindness and thoughtful cooperation which
has characterized our relationships since my arrival in this Town nearly three years ago.

Cordially and sincerely,

ALDEN C. SAUNDERS
Supt. of Schools
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By Lee J. Dykas
   Mrs. Mildred E. Lineham,
West Greenwich’s most
illustrious teacher, is back in
school—to the delight of
school administrators, fellow
teachers, pupils and their
parents.
   “The old battle axe,”  as she
calls herself but a description
which no one in town agrees
with, was hospitalized from
mid-October until mid-
December when fluctuating
blood pressure and a growth
in her shoulder weakened her
to the point that she had to
leave her seventh and eighth
grade mathematics classes at
the Metcalf Middle School.
   The absence marked the
first extended period away
from the classroom since the
fall of 1944 for the teacher
who says she has “never and
never will put up with any
monkey shines in class.”
   Perhaps she is the “battle
axe”  she calls herself, and
perhaps she never has “put up
with any monkey shines,”  but
if that is true then pupils and
parents must like it.
   Mrs. Lineham was honored
in the fall of 1967 when the
name of the West Greenwich
Elementary School was
changed to the Mildred E.
Lineham Elementary School.
It’s rumored that everyone in
the town was pleased with
the change.  But then it’s also
rumored that she had in her
classes at one time or another

every person in the town who
is either now in the seventh
grade or is older.
   However, she denies the
rumors.  “ I’ve had a lot of
them,”  she said, “but I think
that here and there a few got
by me.”   And, she added, I
imagine that there are a few
who would agree with the
title I give myself.
   Mrs. Lineham began
teaching in West Greenwich
in 1933 in the old Nooseneck
School.  That was a one-
room affair in which 32
pupils in eight grades all got
their “ lessons”  from Mrs.
Lineham.  She was Mrs.
Harrington then, however,
married to William T.
Harrington, a clerk in the
Federal District Court in
Providence.
   She taught in that school
for two years.  Then she and
her husband had two
children, a daughter, now
Mrs. Susan H. Allyn of West
Hartford, and a son, William
D. Harrington of West
Greenwich.
   In 1944, the year in which
Mr. Harrington died, and
when her own children were
both in school, she returned
to teaching and held classes
for the third, fourth and fifth
grades in the one-room Kits
Corner School, which stood
not far from where Interstate
95 and Weaver Hill Road
now intersect.  She taught
there until 1931, when the
West Greenwich school, now
named for her, was built.

She became principal of the
new school and also taught
the sixth grade there.
   In the proceeding year,
1950, she had married Tomas
U. Lineham of West
Greenwich, who died in
1956.
   In 1966, after West
Greenwich and Exeter
formed a regional school
district and the Metcalf
Middle School was built, she
moved to the middle school
and has taught mathematics
to the seventh and eighth
graders there since then.
   Mrs. Lineham received her
teaching degree from Rhode
Island College of Education
in 1927, when she was 22.
She was born in Westerly and
attended public schools in
that town prior to entering
college.
   She recalls that in her early
days as a teacher her duties
included carrying firewood
and drinking water to the
classroom, sweeping the
school house floor and being
the school’s janitor—for all
of which she was paid $80 a
month for 10 months a year.
   She said that in 1944, when
she returned to teaching after
a nine-year absence, she was
paid about $1,100 for the
year.  She said, “ I was
flabbergasted and thought I
was getting a lot.”
   But then, she added, things
have improved.  “Now I get
paid the maximum in the
school district and I don’ t
have to keep the fire going or

do any of the other janitor’s
chores.”
She said that things that are
now available to help both
teachers and pupils are
marvelous—things like
vocational classes, shops,
home economics classes, and
the audio-visual aids.  A lot
of pupils who dropped out of
school in the 1940s would
have stayed in if these things
were available then, she said.
“ It was difficult then because
we couldn’ t provide pro-
grams geared to a pupil’s
individual needs—at least not
anything comparable to what
is being done today,”  she
added.
   “But the children haven’ t
really changed very much,”
Mrs. Lineham said.  “Some
still want to work and some
don’ t.  Some are capable of
superior work and others are
not.”   But they’ re still just as
good as they were in the
early days,’  she added, “ they
respect a no-nonsense
approach—I think they even
like it.  They all want to be
good.”
   Apparently she is right, at
any rate everyone—pupils
included, past and present—
was glad to see West
Greenwich’s most illustrious
teacher back on the job, and
putting down any and all
“monkey shins’  with her own
“no-nonsense approach.”



TOWN OF WEST GREENWICH
SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

R.F.D. COVENTRY, R.I.

ALDEN C. SAUNDERS  SUPERINTENDENT

June 25, 1964

Mrs. Mildred E. Lineham
Nooseneck Hill Road
R.F.D. Coventry, R.I.

Dear Mrs. Lineham:

I am pleased to be able to inform you that at the last meeting of the School Committee the matter
of your professional salary was discussed and the following action was voted, “ that a $200.00
annual bonus be granted to Mildred E. Lineham for more than 20 yeas of meritorious teaching
service.”   May I offer my most sincere personal appreciation to that of the entire School
Committee for the long and faithful service which this action recognizes, and our personal hopes
that you will wish to continue to serve the youth of this community for many years yet to come.

With the greatest appreciation and sincere respect, I am,

Cordially yours,

ALDEN C. SAUNDERS
Supt. of Schools



PTA Honors
Mrs. Lineham
   Mrs. Mildred E. Lineham of West Greenwich
had the rare honor several months ago of seeing
the West Greenwich Elementary School
renamed the Lineham Elementary School while
she is still teaching in the Exeter-West
Greenwich Regional School system.
   Monday night the West Greenwich (now
Lineham) PTA honored Mrs. Lineham with a
life-time membership certificate in the group of
which she was a charter member.
   The school committee agreed to the school
name change and announced its decision at a
meeting in December.
   Before the consolidation of schools took
place, Mrs. Lineham taught at the Nooseneck
School.  In all, she has been teaching more than
30 years.  Later, she taught at West Greenwich
Elementary and is presently teaching math at
the new Metcalf Middle School.  In the 1930’s
she was principal of the consolidated schools.
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Era of Little White Schoolhouse

Comes to Close in West Greenwich

West Greenwich Steps Out
Of One-Room School Class

3 L ittle White Buildings Are Silent
Monuments of Past; New School Opens

By FREDERICK R. TEW JR.

In joining progressive
communities of the state
that provide school
buildings that are modern in
design, facilities and
equipment, West Green-
wich yesterday stepped out
of the little old one-room
schoolhouse class in which
it had held membership for
nearly a century.
   As a result a relatively
new brick and two old
wooden buildings are silent
monuments to the past.
The children and teachers
who bade farewell to these
buildings and to the town
hall, which had been used
for nearly a decade as a
school room, when sessions
were suspended for the
Christmas and New Year’s
vacation, resumed

classroom activities
yesterday in a fireproof,
cheerful, scientifically
heated and ventilated, four-
room consolidated school
on the former CCC grounds
at Nooseneck.

Town Volunteers Aided
   The new building with its
abundant natural glareless
light, modern sanitary
facilities, was spick and
span for the occasion as a
result of the work of a large
group of townsfolk who
volunteered in washing the
windows and in washing
and polishing the floors as a
community project.
   The old buildings while
closed indefinitely will not
be abandoned immediately,
Herman Matteson, chairman
of the school committee,
said last night.

   They will be kept in good
repair, ready for immediate
use should occasion require.
   All are equipped with oil
fueled “pot burner”  stoves.
None of them have inside
toilet facilities.
   Drinking water supplied
to the new school from an
artesian well had to be
carted to the one-room
buildings, none of which
had wells in the
schoolyards.
Two of the one-room
buildings, the Nooseneck
School and the Kitts Corner
School were built in 1860.
   The third, the only brick
school in the town, cinder
block construction was
used.  In the new school, the
gift of the Louttit family to
the town as a memorial to
the late W. Easton Louttit
Sr., was built in 1935 to



replace the wooden Sharpe
Street school, destroyed by
fire.

Honor  Graduates
   These three buildings and
two that were abandoned
several years ago, Plain at
West Greenwich Center and
Kitts Corner, near the
eastern boundary of the
town, turned out graduates
who proved their mettle in
secondary schools.
   West Greenwich always
has been represented in the
honor divisions, first at
West Warwick High School
and since 1935 at Coventry
High School.
   Stark economic necessity
makes imperative the
continuance of the use of
the one-room buildings.
   Because of the limited tax
base, patience, restraint and
self-denial were exercised
until the town was ready to
broaden its educational
program.
   The need of a town hall
over-shadowed the urgency
of a new school in 1937
when the town hall was
built.
   But the success of the
experiment in financing the
town hall by using
accumulated back tax
collections as the nucleus of
the town hall building fund,
resulted in the continuance
of the practice of running
the town on the income
from the current tax levies
and diverting back tax
payments to a school
building fund as a
replacement for the town
hall building fund.

Did Best with Facilities
During the long slow
process of developing this
fund, five superintendents
and their respective corps of
teachers did the best they
could with what they had—
little—not red but white
West Greenwich schools.
   The superintendents were
Mrs. Edna Woodmansee,
Mrs. Annie Arnold, Mrs.
Edith Fish, Mrs. John H.
Potter, and Roger L. Searle.
   Mrs. Potter, in her 14-year
tenure (1932-46) effected a
consolidation program that
resulted in the closing of the
Plain and the Kitts Corner
schools and the grouping of
grades in a manner that
made it possible for the
children to be instructed by
more than one teacher, and
the teachers to specialize in
the grades they taught.
   Intermittently over the
years there were times when
realization of the dream of a
central school was delayed
by unavoidable economic
factors.
   The present second or
third generation parents of
the “settled”  taxpayers and
parents of school age and
pre-school age children who
made their homes in the
town in recent years,
convinced that the time for
patience, procrastination
and one-room schools
devoid of any modern
facilities, was over, and that
the day of action had
arrived, joined forces about
four years ago.
   Through legislative
enactment, the state gave

the town a site for its
school—the former CCC
grounds at Nooseneck.
    By town meeting
persistence and the generous
and whole hearted
cooperation and help of Dr.
Michael F. Walsh, state
director of education, town
and state appropriations
augmented by the town’s
school building fund made
it possible to award the
contracts for the
consolidated school
building designed by Frank
B. Perry, before the prices
of the basic construction
materials skyrocketed.
   As a result most of those
who have visited the new
building have commented
that West Greenwich has
provided a fine, modern
building for its school
children at a minimum cost.



NEW CONSLIDATED SCHOOL opened yesterday in West Greenwich in cinder block
construction.  In contrast to one-room buildings that have been used for classrooms in
the past, the new school is modern in every respect.  With the opening of the building,
the era of the little white schoolhouse has passed in the town.  But not without some
regret.  Graduates from the one-room schools achieved success in the large
secondary schools of neighboring towns.



LOUTTIT SCHOOL on Victory Highway
was built about 1935 to replace the
Sharpe School that burned down.  This
brick building will not be abandoned
immediately, nor will any of the other
buildings, Herman Matteson, school
board chairman, has said.

KITTS CORNER SCHOOL was built about
1860.  All the one-room buildings were
equipped with oil fuel, pot burner stoves.
The consolidated building is scientifically
ventilated and heated, and is of fireproof
construction.



NOOSENECK SCHOOL also was
built around 1860.  It and the other
one-room buildings did not provide
indoor lavatory facilities.  None of
the schools had wells for drinking
water which had to be hauled to
each of the old buildings.

TOWN HALL did double duty as a classroom and center of
West Greenwich’s official business.  The construction of the
consolidated school is more than just a municipally financed
project.  Town volunteers helped put the building into
shape.



W. Greenwich Pupils
in New Atmosphere

By FREDERICK B. TEW JR.

   West Greenwich pupils and teachers
settled down to their new schedule
yesterday, the second day in the new school
at Nooseneck.
   Both the youngsters and instructors were
becoming accustomed to the spacious, well
lighted and cheerful classrooms that were a
bright contrast to the small, poorly lighted,
one-room schools that had been used
previously.
   Two classrooms on the east side of the
building that faces Nooseneck State Road
are finished in aqua, and the two on the west
side are painted in peach.
   As if the spanking new, bright interior
finish of the rooms were not enough, even
the chalk boards add soft color.  The
blackboards of the old schools have been
replaced with green “slates,”  for chalk talks
by the teachers and classroom exercises by
the pupils.  Cork pinup boards border the
rooms.

Water  Pails, Dippers Replaced
   Water pails and dippers of the old schools
have been replaced by sanitary, bubblers
that supply drinking water from the 365-
foot-deep artesian well.
   And while the classes settle down to the
new routine, Kenneth A. Ritchie, technical
adviser to the school board, has intensified
his efforts to get price quotations for pots
and pans, dishes and flatware needed for the
cafeteria.
   Assurance has been given by Frank B.
Perry, architect:  Bernice Capwell, building
committee chairman; John T. Andrews and
Charles K. Palmer of the building committee
that lockers and corridor lighting fixtures,

the only equipment lacking to complete the
building, will be received shortly.

$90,000 Appropr iated
   Taxpayers appropriated $90,000 for the
school.  This total represents a town
appropriation of $60,000 made up of the
balance of $7,426.66 in the school building
fund and $52,573.34 in general revenue and
a state grant of $30,000.
   The project is being financed with the
proceeds of an $80,000 bond issue, cash in
the school building fund account and from
the general fund.
   The town is to be reimbursed by the state
at the rate of $1,500 annually for 21 years.
   An additional grant of $1,500 over the
original $30,000 was approved within the
last three weeks to take care of essential
needs not foreseen when the appropriation
was voted early last year.
   The original balance of $7,926.66 in the
school building fund that had been built up
over a long period was reduced to $7,426.66
by the payment of $500 for plans that were
discarded before the town voted the
appropriation for the school
   Mrs. Cora Lamoureux, town treasurer,
said last night that payments made so far are
84,348.60 for the building, for grading, for
cafeteria equipment, gas range and electric
refrigerator, and $209.89 for costs incurred
in floating the bond issue.
   Capwell said that amounts remaining to be
paid have not been compiled since there are
several outstanding bills that have not been
submitted.  He expressed confidence that the
bills will not exceed the appropriation total
and the extra state grant of $1,500.
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MORNING SCENE:  Entering school after leaving bus . . .



TALKING IT OVER WITH MRS.  MILDRED LINEHAM, PRINCIPAL AND TEACHER .
. .



INTERESTING BOOKS: In first and
second grade room.  Margaret
Andrews and Gordon Cadwgan look
over a primer.

An Assist from Mrs.
Margaret Read,
Teacher. . .



West Greenwich School
Renamed for Mrs. Lineham

   The Exeter-West Greenwich School
Committee last night unanimously agreed to
rename the West Greenwich School the
Mildred E. Lineham Elementary School.
   Mrs. Lineham has taught in West
Greenwich for more than 20 years and is
presently teaching at the Metcalf Middle
School.
   “At one time or another, half the town of
West Greenwich has had her for a teacher,”
Alden C. Saunders, assistant superintendent
of schools, said.
   The committee also agreed to begin using
the data processing system for the school
payroll.  The processing system will be
effective Jan. 1.  It will be done in
cooperation with the Citizens Trust
Company of Providence, the regional
school’s fiscal advisers.
   The committee felt that the data
processing system would save time in filling
out the 46-employee payroll.  “This is the
opportune time to switch over to it,”  Mr.
Saunders said.  “We have to do it before we
get too big.”
   In other business, the committee:
   Agreed that prices received on carpeting
for the trainable class at Wawaloam were
too high.

   Agreed to allow the Southern Health Unit
use a classroom one morning a month for a
“well-child”  clinic.  The clinic cares for
infants and preschoolers.
   Postponed action on two more traffic
control units at $375 for each unit.
   Agreed to allow the West Greenwich PTA
to do the school census for West Greenwich
and will offer the school census for Exeter to
Mrs. Hope Brown who conducted the census
last year.
   Agreed to present a policy for use of the
Metcalf School auditorium and the
Wawaloam School by citizens groups at its
next meeting.
   Appointed Lloyd G. Barco and Benjamin
A LaPorte as school committee
representatives to the Exeter West
Greenwich Teachers Association.
   Renewed a bus contract with the Howard
Briggs Agency of Saunderstown.
   Accepted with regret the resignation of
Nancy Baxter who taught the trainable class
at Wawaloam.
   Directed Mr. Saunders to solicit bids on
school building insurance.
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West Greenwich School Re-
Named for Veteran Teacher

   The West Greenwich
Elementary School was
renamed the Mildred E.
Lineham School by the
Exeter-West Greenwich
Regional School District
Committee last night.
   George H. Wheatley,
chairman, suggested the new
name, which won immediate
approval from other members
of the board.  He said, “ It is
fitting that we name this
school in honor of such a
dedicated teacher as Mrs.
Lineham.”
   According to Mr.
Wheatley, she has been
teaching in West Greenwich
schools for 25 years.  She
also taught for three years in
Cranston and three years in
New York.
   John F. Eldridge,
superintendent of schools,
said, “ If ever there was a
teacher dedicated to her
profession, it is Mrs.
Lineham.”   She is now
teaching mathematics at the
Metcalf Middle School.
   In other business last night
the school committee named
Lloyd G. Barco and
Benjamin LaPorte to serve on
the negotiating committee for
the new teacher contracts
scheduled for renewal.
   A letter from the teachers
association was received by
the board last night and was
referred to the two-man
committee for study.  The
contents of the letter were not
made known.
   The regional school
committee discussed in detail
the bills presented for
payment by Alden E.

Saunders, assistant
superintendent.  One of the
items questioned last night
was a bill for $5,112 to the
Gamwell and Ingraham
Insurance Company for
insurance covering the new
building and its equipment.
   Mr. Wheatley asked why
the insurance was not put out
for bid as is the practice for
any expenditure of more than
$200.
   Mr. Saunders said he was
acting in the best interests of
the school district by getting
the insurance as soon as
possible to cover the new
building as well as the
equipment and materials in
the classrooms.
   Mr. Wheatley said that he
was not questioning the fact
that the action was not done
in good faith, but he said, “ I
want to keep my hands clear
and this should go out for
bids.”   He told Mr. Saunders,
“You don’ t have the power to
cancel two policies and take
out another one without the
consent of the school
committee.”
   Mr. Saunders replied that
he was acting in the best
interest of the school district.
   The two canceled policies
did not provide the broad
coverage of the newer policy,
according to the report.
   Several committee
members said it was not good
business and ethics to put out
a bid for insurance because
they were committed already.
   Mr. Wheatley said, “As
long as I am chairman it will
go out for bids.”   His main
purpose was to conform with

the policy of placing any
expenditures over more than
$200 out for bid.
During discussion on this
point, which lasted for more
than 45 minutes, the bills,
totaling $10,853.99,
including the insurance
payment, were approved for
payment.
   Bids for bus insurance were
opened last night.  The
Briggs agency of
Saunderstown was named
low bidder with a bid of
$1,666.69.  According to the
committee, the insurance
covers all the buses in the
district.  Other bidders were
Gamwell and Ingraham and
the Starkweather and
Sheepley Company.
   The committee also opened
two bids for snow removal at
the three schools in the
district:  Wawaloam, West
Greenwich Elementary and
Metcalf Middle Schools.
   The bids received did not
have sufficient information to
satisfy the committee and
were tentatively rejected.
   William H. Champlain bid
on snow removal at only the
Wawaloam School at $7 an
hour.  Earl Rathbun bid to
remove snow at all three
schools at $7 an hour.
   Members of the committee
questioned the equipment of
both bidders.  They decided
to leave the matter in the
hands of the school
superintendents and work out
a solution with either of the
bidders replying or others
interested in the job.
   In other matters the
committee:

   Accepted a report that the
water analysis of the school
water system was
satisfactory.
   Accepted a report that the
fire alarm control at
Wawaloam School needed
replacement.  They appointed
the superintendent to study
the matter thoroughly to
determine whether repairs
could be accomplished in lieu
of purchase of a new control,
estimated at more than $325.
   Approved the request of the
Southern Health Unit, a
division of the public health
service, to conduct child
conferences for parents of
infants and preschool
children at the Metcalf
Middle School.
   Accepted the offer of the
West Greenwich PTA to
conduct the census at a cost
of about $420.
   Authorized the
superintendent of schools and
his assistant to work out a
program for various groups
desiring to use the Metcalf
Middle School gymnasium.
   Accepted with regrets the
resignations of Mrs. Nancy
Baxter, trainable teacher at
Wawaloam School.
  Received the report that the
dental equipment donated by
a school in Smithfield arrived
and needed repairs.  The
committee authorized repairs
and installation.
Voted unanimously their
appreciation to Alden E.
Saunders, assistant
superintendent who donated
the American and state flags
for the school stage.



Mrs. Lineham,
W. Greenwich
Educator, Dies

   Mrs. Mildred E. (Cornell-Harrington)
Lineham, 64, a principal and teacher for 26
years in West Greenwich schools, died
Sunday in Kent County Memorial Hospital
after a one-year illness.
   Once described as having taught everyone
in town who got to the seventh grade, Mrs.
Lineham was well known and respected for
the stern but helpful attitude with which she
conducted classes.
   During an interview last year, she
commented, “Children haven’ t really
changed very much.  Some are capable of
superior work and others are not.  They
respect a no-nonsense approach—I think
they even like it. They all want to be good.”
   Regional School Supt. John F. Eldridge
has commented previously, “ If ever there
was a teacher dedicated to her profession, it
is Mrs. Lineham.”
   In the fall of 1967, the name of West
Greenwich Elementary School was changed
to the Mildred E. Lineham Elementary
School in her honor.
   A graduate of Rhode Island College of
Education, now Rhode Island College, she
began teaching in the one-room Nooseneck
School in 1933.  Her duties at the time
included carrying in firewood and drinking
water and acting as school janitor.
   She resigned in 1935 but returned to
another one-room school in West Greenwich
in 1944 after the death of her first husband,
William T. Harrington.
   She became the principal and sixth grade
teacher of West Greenwich Elementary
School in 1951, and since 1966 had taught
mathematics to the seventh and eighth
grades in Metcalf Middle School.

   She had been able to teach only briefly
during the last year because of illness, but
managed to return during January and part
of February.
   When her accumulated sick leave ran out,
the regional school committee quickly voted
to continue her pay.  “ If you can’ t support a
teacher like Mrs. Lineham, who can you
support?”  one committee member
commented.
   A West Greenwich resident for most of
her life, Mrs. Lineham was born in Westerly
May 12, 1905, the daughter of the late
Dwight M. and Viola E. (Budick) Cornell.
She was also the widow of Thomas U.
Lineham, who died in 1956.
   She was a member of Exeter Grange and
the Clover Leaf Class of Mapleroot Baptist
Church, Coventry.
She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Donald
Allyn of West Hartford; a son, William
Harrington of West Greenwich; a stepson,
Col. Thomas Lineham of Winter Park, Fla;
two stepdaughters, Mrs. Randolph Gregory
of Waco, Tex., and Mrs. Norman Poth of
Columbus, Ohio; a brother, Ralph Cornell of
Westerly; a sister, Mrs. Ruby Whitman of
Coventry, and seven grandchildren.
   The funeral will be held today at 2 p.m. in
Nooseneck Baptist Church, West
Greenwich.  Burial will be in Mapleroot
Cemetery, Coventry.



Rites Held for
Mrs. Lineham
School Principal

   The funeral of Mrs. Mildred E. (Cornell-
Harrington) Lineham, 64, a principal and
teacher for 26 years in West Greenwich
Schools, was held today in the Nooseneck
Baptist Church, West Greenwich, with the
Rev. George Finch, Jr. officiating.
   In 1967 Mrs. Lineham was honored when
the West Greenwich elementary school was
named after her.
   Among those present at the service were
the superintendent and assistant
superintendent of schools and representative
groups of teachers and students from the
Exeter-West Greenwich School District.
   Flags at all schools in the district will be
flown at half-staff for the remainder of the
month in tribute to Mrs. Lineham.

   Bears were Robert Bonner, Bradford
Barco, George Yattaw, Russell Marti,
Robert Cornell and Clayton Cornell.
   Burial was in Maple Root Baptist
Cemetery where the Rev. Mr. Finch offered
final prayers.
   Mrs. Lineham died Sunday after a long
illness.  She was the widow of Thomas
Lineham.

LINEHAM, Mildred  E.
(Cornell-Harr ington)

In Warwick, June 1, 1969.  Wife of the late Thomas U.
Lineham.  Residence Nooseneck Hill Road, West
Greenwich.  Funeral services will be held in the Nooseneck
Baptist Church, Thursday, June 5 at 2 p.m.  Relatives and
friends are invited.  Calling hours in the Gorton Home, 721
Washington Street, Coventry.  Tuesday and Wednesday 7 –
9 p.m.  In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the
scholarship fund, c/o Mr. John Eldridge, Metcalf Middle
School, Coventry, RI.


